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My brothers and sisters, for the past few days, we have watched in horror as the scourge 

of racism and violence have, once again, come roaring to the surface of our society. First, we 

saw the terrible injustice of yet another African-American man, whose life was stolen; stolen at 

the hands of wicked men dressed in the uniforms that only good men and women should be 

permitted to wear. And now, we are seeing some of our brothers and sisters express their 

righteous anger in ways that are unrighteous, in ways that perpetuate violence against the 

innocent, with riots and looting and destruction. And in the midst of such turmoil and injustice, 

we are left asking ourselves once again, what are we to do? Will there be no end to this cycle of 

violence and murder and racism? 

And yet we remember that, in the midst of every crisis, the Lord is present with us and 

the Lord speaks to us. It is providential that, in the midst a world so fractured by racism, by 

violence, by this global pandemic, we celebrate the great Feast of Pentecost – the coming of the 

Holy Spirit. As we celebrate this moment in salvation history, the Lord comes to us and He 

speaks to us. And in His presence and in His Word, we find unity and peace.  

 

The story of Pentecost is a story of unity. We see this vividly in the description of the 

coming of the Holy Spirit in the second Chapter of the Acts of the Apostles. The Holy Spirit 

comes in power descending as tongues of fire upon Mary and the Apostles and the disciples. 

And filled with this power of the Holy Spirit, they go out to the streets of Jerusalem and 

proclaim the Good News of Jesus Christ.  
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It’s here that we find the great miracle of Pentecost – a miracle of unity. Gathered in 

Jerusalem, there were vast number of peoples gathered from every nation. Yet, as the Apostles 

and disciples began to preach, each person could hear the Apostles speaking in their own 

language. And this miracle of tongues has an even deeper meaning which can be found in the 

first reading from yesterday’s Vigil of Pentecost.  

In the Book of Genesis there is the familiar story of the Tower of Babel. The story tells us 

that the people at that time all spoke the same language. But, giving in to pride, they decided to 

build a great city and a high tower so that they could make a name for themselves. They sought 

not to serve the Lord and glorify Him; rather, they sought to glorify themselves. In their sinful 

pride, God scattered them and confused their language, preventing them from falling even 

deeper into their sin. You see, this is always the consequence of pride. Pride is the root of all 

sin, St. Thomas tells us. And sin always leads to division, to separation, to being scattered.  

But the coming of the Holy Spirit undoes the sin of Babel. Where there was once 

division, the Holy Spirit brings unity. Where there was once separation, the Holy Spirit bring 

reconciliation. And where we were once scattered, the Holy Spirit gathers us together again into 

the One Body of the Church. This is the true unity that God offers to us in the gift of the Holy 

Spirit.  

It is in the unity and reconciliation of the Holy Spirit that we find the source of the peace 

that Jesus offers to us. On the night of the resurrection, Jesus came to the Apostles and said to 

them: “Peace be with you.” Gathered in the Upper Room on that Easter Sunday, the Apostles 

were frightened at the death of their teacher and Lord. They were confused at the reports that 
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His tomb was empty and perhaps He was alive. And so, as Jesus came to them, He gave them 

that gift of peace. He breathed on them and said receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. In that 

moment, Jesus unleashed the river of living water that flowed from His own heart so that now it 

may flow from ours.  

At every Mass, we are offered again the gift of peace that Jesus shared with His Apostles 

on the night of the resurrection. In moments of fear and confusion, the Lord strengthens us 

through the gift of peace that He promised. Peace is one of the 12 fruits of the Holy Spirit; 

Peace is one of the sure signs that the Holy Spirit is alive and working in the hearts of believers. 

When we open our hearts to the gift of the Lord’s peace, we can find comfort and strength even 

in the darkest moments of life because we know that the Holy Spirit is present with us.  

 

 This feast of Pentecost also implores us to share the gifts we have been given. Imagine if, 

after having received the power of the Holy Spirit in the Upper Room, the Apostles and 

disciples had just remained there, basking in the Lord’s presence with them; imagine of they 

had not gone out into the streets to proclaim the Gospel. Yet, so often that is how we live our 

lives as Christians. Just as the Apostles burst forth into the streets to proclaim the Good News, 

so we must burst forth from this church, from our homes and proclaim the Good News. We 

must share the peace and unity that has filled us through the power of the Holy Spirit. This is 

why God has shared this gift of the Holy Spirit, not so that we would stay closed in among 

ourselves, but so that we would go out into our world.  
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 It is our mission to share with others what God has given to us, to share the faith and 

hope and love that we have received. It is our mission to speak out against the injustices of our 

world in ways that are animated by that faith, hope, and love. It is our mission to bring the unity 

and peace of the Holy Spirit.  

 

In this moment when we see so clearly the injustice of racism, we must speak out––not 

filled with anger or hate, but with love and patience. Let us pray for the understanding to 

examine our own biases, even the ones hidden deep below the surface. Let us pray for the 

courage to challenge others when we hear jokes or comments or accusations that violate the 

dignity of another. Let us pray for the wisdom to share the experiences of those who are 

different from us. And when we see in our society the scourge of murder and violence and 

racism, may we resist in non-violence so that we may bring forth the Holy Spirit’s gifts of unity 

and peace.  

 

 


